
Minutes of the East Greenwich School Committee

Tuesday, November 9, 2010 

Hanaford School Cafeteria

200 Middle Road

East Greenwich, RI  02818

ANY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA MAY BE SUBJECT TO A VOTE

The regular session of the East Greenwich School Committee was

called to order in the Hanaford School Cafeteria at 8:00p.m.  by

former Chair Mrs. Jean Ann Guliano.  Those in attendance were Mr.

Bob Durant; Mrs. Mary Ellen Winters; Mr. Paul Martin, and Mrs. Susan

Records.  Chair Dr. Gifford left the meeting after executive session at

7:58p.m.  Anne Palumbo was absent.  Also present were

Superintendent Dr. Victor Mercurio and Director of Administration

Mrs. Maryanne Crawford.

6:05p.m. Mrs. Winters made a motion which was seconded by Mr.

Martin to go into Executive Session under RIGL 42-46-5 (a) (1) and (a)

(2) and (a) (8) to discuss potential ligation – Field’s project and

student hearing.   

Mr. Durant made a motion which was seconded by Mrs. Winters to go

out of Executive Session at 7:58p.m. and to seal the minutes of the



Executive Session.  The motion passed unanimously.  

8:00p.m.Regular meeting

I. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

The meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

II. Public Comments

Mrs. Joanne Leach, teacher and East Greenwich resident, informed

the committee of the 

October 22, 2010 dinner that was held at Cole to raise funds for a

Mexican refuge.  The Spanish teachers and their students prepared

and cooked a meal which raised over $4,000 with proceeds going

directly to a refuge which will feed and clothe over fifty children for

six months.    

III. Approval of Minutes

a. On a motion made by Mr. Durant and seconded by Mrs. Winters,

the committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the

October 19, 2010 Regular and Executive Session minutes.  

IV. Superintendent’s Report 

Dr. Mercurio discussed the immunization clinics that have been held

throughout the district.  He noted that attendance has been down and

may be due to the wider availability of the vaccination this year

through local health providers.   The next clinic will be held December

2, 2010 at the high school.    Dr. Mercurio discussed Race to the Top

and noted that feedback provided from RIDE has been positive with

only a few adjustments needed.  The final submission to RIDE is

November 22, 2010.   Dr. Mercurio also congratulated the East



Greenwich High School Girls’ Division I Field Hockey team for their

win on Sunday, November 7, 2010.  The team will be recognized at the

November 16, 2010 School Committee meeting.

V.  Action Items

a. Appointments   

On a motion made by Mr. Durant and seconded by Mrs. Winters, the

committee voted unanimously to approve the following

appointments:

1.	JoAnne Leach and Melissa Brightman, co-advisors,  Cole National

Junior Honor Society, 2010-2011

2.	Peter Dion, Head Coach, EGHS Boys Cross Country,  2010-2011 

3.	Marc Brocato, Head Coach, EGHS Girls’ Tennis,  2010-2011

4.	Dustin Coleman, Head Coach, EGHS Girls’ Cross Country,

2010-2011  

5.	Deb McMullen, Head Coach, EGHS Girls’ Field Hockey, 2010-2011  

6.	Dave Petrucci, Head Coach,  EGHS  Girls’ Soccer, 2010-2011  

7.	John Hoxie, Asst Head Coach, EGHS Girls’ Soccer, 2010-2011  

8.	Pat McGuirl, Head Coach, EGHS Boys’ Soccer, 2010-2011  

9.	Rob LaRocco, ASST Head Coach, EGHS Boys’ Soccer, 2010-2011  

10.	Terri Jones, Head Coach, EGHS  Girls’ Volleyball, 2010-2011  

11.	Stacey Munzert, Head Coach,  EGHS  Girls’ Cheerleading,



2010-2011  

12.	Stephanie Gloria, Head Coach, Cole Middle School Girls’ Soccer,

2010-2011 

13.	Stanley Johnson, Head Coach, Cole Middle School Girls’ & Boys’

Cross Country, 2010-2011

14.	Margaret Naughton, Asst Varsity Girls’ Field Hockey, EGHS,

2010-2011

15.	William Conway, Asst Football Coach, EGHS, 2010-2011

16.	Kyle Mushaweh, Asst Football Coach, EGHS, 2010-2011

17.	Jillian Meyer, Asst Varsity Girls’ Volleyball, EGHS, 2010-2011

18.	Rob Petrucci, Asst Varsity Girls’ Tennis Coach, EGHS , 2010-2011

19.	Scott Douglas, Head Coach, Cole Middle School, Boys’ Soccer,

2010-2011

20.	Rob Petrucci, .01FTE Acting-Intro To Theatre 1 year only, EGHS,

2010-2011

21.	Jennifer Murgo and Frances Healy,  Freshman Class Co-Advisors,

EGHS, 2010-2011

Mr. Durant questioned why the fall season coaches were being

appointed so late in the season.  Dr. Mercurio noted there was

miscommunication with the new athletic director. It was noted that

winter coaches will be appointed during the November 16, 2010

meeting.  

b. Resignations    

On a motion made by Mrs. Winters and seconded by Mr. Durant, the

committee voted unanimously to approve the following resignations: 



1.	Renee Gannon,  Asst Field Hockey Coach, EGHS 

2.	Jennifer Shanahan, Speech & Language Pathologist, Meadowbrook

c. Parental Leave

On a motion made by Mr. Martin and seconded by Mrs. Winters, the

committee voted unanimously to approve Ellen Garcia’s parental

leave 11/1/10 through end of January 2011 

d. Approval of Aramark Contract 2010-2011

Mrs. Crawford, Director of Administration and Attorney Oliverio

discussed the Aramark contract and recommended approval of the

contract with a few language changes. Changes were noted in

paragraph #20 stating the renewal includes 2009-2010 and also in #3.4

Direct Operating Costs, which was inserted into the contract to

incorporate insurance and related costs, as well as informational

technology costs.  These costs are fees that the district has been

paying, but were not listed in the contract. Mr. Durant noted that it

needs to be clear that the district is not being double charged. He

also noted that the contract should be reviewed in April/May which

gives ample time for review.  Mrs. Crawford stated that she will

address the committee in February to discuss going out to bid. On a

motion by Mr. Durant and seconded by Mr. Martin, the Aramark

contract for 2010-2011 was approved with the above listed language

changes.  

e. Student Code of Conduct –Subcommittee appointment and Charge

The first reading of the subcommittee appointment and charge was

reviewed.  Dr. Mercurio suggested that a high school student be part

of the committee.  Mr. Martin asked if student council members were



approached and Dr. Mercurio noted he intends to approach this

group for a volunteer.  

VI. Discussion Items

a.Middle School Transition 

Dr. Mercurio noted that Middle School Transition will be a standing

item on the School Committee agenda.  He noted that Mrs. Meyer has

met with faculty members to discuss credentials needed to teach in a

middle school. He also noted that he met with RIDE for clarification

on credentials.  The Cole move is scheduled for a soft opening in

April for 7th and 8th grade students.  Current sixth grade students

will not move to Cole in April.  Dr.Mercurio plans to bring a new Cole

schedule to the committee by December 7, 2010.  A bus

transportation meeting will also be set up in the near future.  He also

noted that meetings will need to take place to discuss closure with

grades 5-8 students/parents to advise of upcoming changes.  Mrs.

Meyer, Principal of Cole, stated that PTG meetings have taken place

at Eldredge and Hanaford. Mrs. Meyer will give a formal presentation

to the School Committee on November 16, 2010 regarding the

transition process to the new building.  Mr. Durant asked if this

presentation will be a PowerPoint presentation which can be viewed

on the district website.  Mrs. Meyer stated that a presentation is

currently on the Cole School website. Dr. Mercurio noted there are

plans for current grade 6 students to take trips to Cole as visitors to

help with the transition for next year.

b.Memo of Understand-Field’s Use  

On a motion by Mr. Durant and seconded by Mr. Martin, the



committee voted unanimously to table this item until next week

because the committee did not have approval  yet from the town

council. 

c.Report of Technology Advisory Committee

Dr. Mercurio discussed the technology plan for Cole noting that the

district’s technology plan will be used as a baseline for what is

needed. He noted that a high level of expertise is needed for the

technology moving forward.  Mrs. Records noted the committee is

seeking technology that meets the needs of students and teachers

while seeking the best price. Dr. Mercurio noted that SBS and SMMA

need the technology plan by November 17, 2010. The plan will be

presented to the committee at the next School Committee meeting on

November 16, 2010.

VII. School Committee Concerns

Mr. Martin noted there is a School Committee 101 conference this

month which is worthwhile for new School Committee members.  He

also noted there will be a transition meeting for new members on

Thursday, December 9, 2010 from 6-8:00p.m. He congratulated Mrs.

Winters and Mrs. Records on their re-election to the committee. He

also congratulated new members Mr. Sommer and Mr. Green.  He

thanked outgoing members Mrs. Guliano and Mrs. Palumbo for their

work on the committee. Mrs. Winters noted that Attorney Oliverio

usually holds an executive session to discuss policy/procedure with

new members.  

VIII. Adjournment

On a motion made by Mr. Martin and seconded by Mrs. Winters, the



Committee voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:50p.m.
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SECRETARY


